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PRESS RE!EAS!

rhe "r{drld class

The Internatlonal Glidinq Comission IGc of FAI
initiative: to one-d€sign glider class,
added to the rAr tolld chdpionships classes (the

has cleated an important
the "worLd classri, to be
Standard, 15-n and oPen

Io! th€ first tire a one-design class would be intlodu.ed i. qlidinq cohPetitions,
whereas the existinq classes, defihed bY neals of general specifications, lDt
together gliders ofte. q!ite differ€nt ln cha.acteristics and P€rfomance.

A siiilai initiative 'as created 50 years aqo, rhen gliding tas verY close to
becohinq an ollmpic sport. The initiative was launched, a protott?e comPetition
,as announced, fiw€ piototr?es fe!€ comPared on the glound and in fLiqht (sezze

Fomano, Itely, February 1919)- The Geman "Heise" {as finallY sele'ted However,
l{o!]d t{ar II Prevented continuation of this effort-

Tie culrent rcc initiative foLrows sinilar lines. the Priharv objective is to
aLlo, a pure heasule of the ptlot s skill, Providinq each Pjlot competinq in the
"l{orld class" rith a glider of the see tYPe. rt is the intention of rcc that the
.ew qlider should be also suitable: for use in clubs and bv private ornels; for
trai;inq (inclLdinq ea!1Y solo flishts); for the achievenent of badges a'd,
possibly, for constru.tion fron kits.

The basic specrfications are:

lou cost,
safety,
ease of handling on tle sround and in fliqht

The perio@ance need not be very hiqh A best qlide ratio of not less than 30 and

a nlnimd sinhrnq sPeed of not @re than o.?5 n/s are sPecified,

Appreciably better values tha. these ale not consid€red so ess€ntia1 as l9g
co=t, saler flight cnaracteristics, easier ha.dling on the glouhd and in flish!'

The stall speed Fust not exceed 65 kh/h.

Rigqing and de-tiqging by no rcr€ than t{o persons nust be Possible'

No lifrit of ring span is specified, Horever. the necessarv coFPlomise betseen the
ofte. conflicting leqxirements should lead to a,ing span in the ianqe of 12 to r5

such a qlrder should help to ex?and qlidins worldride in tro raYs: bY introducins
glidinq rhere it does lot nor exist; and bY er?anding qliding activitY rhere it
does exist, by attractjnq mre People, young PeoPIe in particula!-

Tn€ inspiration for the IGc initiative is to be found in a paPer plesented at the
os1lv congress 194? by the ,eI1 kDown a,nerican glider desjgnei and manufacturer
Paul A. schweizer, stating the stlong need of a sinPle 1or cos! qlider fo! th€
dewetophent oi sliding. sinila! ideas ,ere expressed bY carY sunderla'd
(Australia, 19s1), leonaldo B!iqliadoti (1talY, 1936). r,rsuel conde (Arqentina
l9a?),

Taking these suqgestions i.to consideration, since SePtember l9a7 the lcc
cndertook the study of a possible initiative aining at the selection of a suitab)'
q iocr -o bacone rnb rso'.d cl.ssi srnqlc-'!p" qlider.

rn subs€qlent steps, two basic docsents Bere develoPed: the I'Technic.l
specifications" and the (Rules for the sele.tion and Producrio. of the rrorld class
cLider". Both docsents have received the fi.al aPProval bv the rcc plenarv
meeLinq at llanlfurt, FFG, oh octobet 7, 1949.

The I'Technical specifications!' contain a set of leqrirenents a.d recomenda!ions
cov€ring the safety. cost, perfomance and oPelatronal aspects to be tak€n into
conside.ation in the new qlider's desisn. The mle slgnificant requrrehe.ts hav€
been rentioned above,

fhe "Rutes" split tne tecnni.at cohpetrtion for tie s€Iection of the {rnniig
design into two phases:

(ovet



(co inued) Pra.2

!!3- 1: desighers/mnufacturers entering the competitio. submit a description of
therr desiqn, technrcal docmentation and analysis of production costs to a
judgins panel appoinled by lcc- A fed d€signs are selected for ailnission to Phase
2_

ples 2: the seL€cted desjgns are realized
ea:li€r than August 199:) and at a giv€n site
are compared on the qround and in flight. Upon
of erperts the winninq desiqn is selecred-

as prototrpes. At a qiv€n date (not
(located in Europe) the llototwes

evaluation data provided by a Panel

Thereafter, the drawings and docme.tation of the einning desiqn are nade
available to any manufacturer of any country "i]ljDg to Ploduce the qlider.

sufficient nuhbe! of countries, the Ie
"wor1d C1ass". a. inportant rcve rhich
the new qlider, as past experience has

wnen enouqn qliders nave been flo'n in a
witl announce florld chdpionships fo! the

"ho:ld -L-r-I.te th- F!od,ctron .rd use of

The first step for the designers/manufactulers {ho intend to consider the
possibility of enteri.g the technical competition is to rlite to:

** !6d6ratio.A6ronautiqleIntelnationale,aAI
"tlorld class"
10-12, ne du Capitaine U6naid
?5015 Paris, lrance,

asking fo! the official doc@entation.

The official texts of the "Tech.ical specifications", of the "Rules for the
Selection a.d Ptoduction of tne fiorld Class 6ljde." and a pape! outlining the
"Docmentation Required for Entering conpecition Phase r" til1 be pronptly sent to
iii toqetne! with an "application !om" containing a statenent of intention to
enter th€ conpetition and acceptance of $e n1es.

The appli.ation fom, duly conpleted, rust be return€d to the rAI lot later than
F€b.lary 28th, 1990, acconpanied by a fee of !st30 to cover .olrespondence

Thereafter, the docmentation illustrating the particular desig. and giving aII
data r€qulred must be se.t to tlre FAI duirnq AugrsL l99O (neither befo.e no!
later) for the selection of the designs adnitted to Pbase 2.

This initiative is lart of a ride-ranqing effort b! tne F6d€ration Adronautiqle
Internationale to reduce tne cost of spolts fly.ing eqlipn€nt, in o.der lo
facllltate access to the aeronautical spoits to a la.qe. nulrbe! of youlq pecpl€.

ore of the prin.ipal be.€ficiaries of this lAI policy ritl aiso be the world's
aE.oslace industr:es, becalse a larqer nmber of toForiowrs highly rcttvared
a€roslace professionals. langing fron ai!1i.e piiots to controllers and
engineers,rill be generated by increasing tbe nunber of todav's young qlide!

**In oldq to exp€dik fii! procs! from a rime stsdpoint, inler.s@d partie cm con!&r the SSA for a coty of
fte Apptication Fom. Ii will sdl to ne@ssary for aI lpplicets to contact the FAI for ! conplete ser of papers

reguding the design 6nt st. Th€ alaitabilily ud disFibution of dle Applicadon Form is bcing done sEicdy to
help those who &e intelsEd !o m@l the apptication d@dline. For th€ Applicalio! Fom, @nr&t:

The Soding S@i€Iy of Amsica
P'o. Box E
Hobb6,N.M.88Z0

Pleseren€mb6. itwil srillben@ssey !o wite rhe FAI forrhe@npler€ retofdelign co esrpspqs. Th€SSA
will only hav€ (1)e Alplic.ti@ Fom dailable.


